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International road racers John Boote and Dale Wylie have 
both been offered four-cylinder works 500 Suzukis for the 
Indonesian Grand Prix at Djakarta in November. 


Boote, who is keen to 
regain the national 500 
crown he held two seasons 
ago, has accepted and has 
also agreed to race the 
machine in major New Zea- 
land events in the coming 
season. Arrangements for 
him to get the Suzuki were 
made by the New Zealand 
importers, Percy Coleman 
Limited. 

In America preparing for 
the Ontario classic, Boote 
was not readily available for 
comment but it is under- 
stood that part of the agree- 
ment was that he would 
ride the Suzuki in all major 
events in New Zealand, 
including the Marlboro 
international series due to 
-kick off in December. 
Boote’s recent successes 
have all been on a TZ750 
Yamaha but he is no 
stranger to racing an500. It 
was on a Suzuki 500 that 
he won the national title as 
a teenager. 

The four-cylinder Suzuki 
offered to Wylie is one of 
several which have been 


loaned to Suzuki (Indonesia). 
Limited. It is one of the 
works machines which have 
been campaigning in Europe 
and Wylie is a little concern- 
ed that it might be “clapped 
out”. Suzuki (Indonesia) _ 
Limited have offered to fly 
him to Djakarta two weeks 
in advance of the grand prix 
so that he can familiarise 
himself with the machine. 
But Wylie, who has not 
raced since the disastrous 
crash he suffered while 
practising for the 
penultimate round 
of the 1975 Marlboro 
series at Timaru nine months 
ago, will not accept unless 
he feels he will bea hundred 
per cent fit. (see story on 
page3 ). 


\f the operation isa 
success, Wylie will concent- 
rate on getting race fit in 
time for the Indonesian 
Grand Prix. He would also 
like to bring the Suzuki 
back to New Zealand for the 
Marlboro series if this is at 
all possible. 


Another NVT 
_ Prototype Unveiled 


Norton Villiers Triumph have unveiled another prototype 


machine in a ceremony at the recently closed Wolverhampton 


factory. In front of the press, TV cameras and 1300 cheering 
former NVT workers, the Norton ‘Wulf’ made its first public 


appearance. 

The Wulf is powered by 
an unusual 500cc two-stroke 
twin engine which has its 
design roots in the British 
Dunelt engine of the 1920's. 

Manufacture of the Wulf 
will not be immediate, how- 
ever, and it is expected to 
undergo about another 12 
months development before 
production. 

It's likely, too, that the 
Wulf and other models will 
be produced by a workers’ 
co-operative, similar to the 
one producing Triumph 
750 Bonnevilles at Meriden, 
The 1300 sacked workers 
are attempting to raise 
money to buy the Wolver- 
hampton factory and 
pickets are meantime preven- 
ting NVT from using the 
factory for the production 

of industrial engines only. 


The workers are confident 
that the British government 
will change its mind about 
supporting the motor cycle 
industry and will support 
the workers. But even if it 
doesn’t and they can’t 
obtain the money from else- 
where, they can turn to the 
Japanese. Japanese interests 
have already offered financ- 
ial assistance. 

The workers’ co-operative 
would expect to produce 
Commando’s 125cc two 
strokes, and 350, 500 and 
750cc Wulfs, as well as 
industrial engines. Until the 
new models come into 
production, the workers 
would have enough work in 
the manufacture of indust- 
rial engines to keep them 
going, 


September. 


lvan Miller, New Zealand's top moto cross expor > C 
which came a surprising third in the 500cc Moto Cross des Nations in Cze 


The host nation managed to de’ 
inspired performance by Antonin Babarovsky 
Champion Roger de Coster (Suzuki) in both heats. . 

The Belgians, with a team comprising of three World Champions (de Coster, Harry 
Everts and Gaston Rahier) and the experienced Jaak Van Velthoven were the obvious 
pre-race favourites, but the Czechs surprised with the depth of their talent. 

The sterling performances of the British team gave them third place, with Miller 
(Bultaco) claiming 16th and 15th positions in the two heats. 


Miller at MX des Nations 


t, was One of a four-man British team 


feat the fancied Belgians in the event thanks mainly to 
(CZ), who headed off the Belgian World 


choslovakia in 


The Norton Villiers Triumph prototype 125cc trail bike on show at the Earls Court exhibition, London. NZMCN corres- 
pondent Peter Donaldson visited the show and reports on pages 8/9 of this issue. See also the NVT story on this page. 


at 


Two standard production machine classes have been includ- 
ed in the NZACU national championships for 1975/76, 
covering classes of up to 410cc and from 410cc to 1050cc. 


That's the good news. 
The bad news is that it’s 
possible there will be no 
national champions at all - 
in any class - at the end of 
the coming season. The 
reason for this is that the 
Championship schedule 
proposed by the NZACU 
is at odds with the plans of 
some of the nominated 
clubs. 

The ACU proposed the 
number of championship 
rounds be restricted to a 
maximum of 10 -six in the 
North Island and four in 
the South - with only the 
best five performances in the 
North and best three in 
the South counting towards 
total points score, 

But the question of what 
classes should be included 
at each round appears to be 
causing the snag. The ACU 
wants each venue to provide 
for all solo classes, with 
preference going to clubs 


In a circular dated 12 
August, the ACU drew up a 
guideline for dates and 
venues and asked that the 
nominated clubs advise them 
of planned programmes so 
that a championship 
calendar could’ be settled. 

It was hoped that the 


which also cater for sidecars, 


series could be finalised at 
the Executive meeting on 
13 September but as it 
transpired a number of 
points remained to be fixed 
by that time. 

The ACU proposed that 
the Ixion club's Porirua 
meeting start the series on 
November 23, with further 
rounds at Wanganui (Decem- 
ber 26), Gracefield (Decem- 
ber 28), Wigram (January 
25), Teretonga (February 1), 
Timaru (February 6), 
Pukekohe (March 13), Man- 
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feild (March 20), Hamilton 
(April 3) and winding up at 
Ruapuna on April 18. 

By mid September only 
Porirua, Gracefield, Pukeko- 
he and Manfeild were con- 
firmed starters. The ACU 
had not heard from the 
South Island clubs and 
Wanganui and Hamilton 
were doubtful. 

We understand that the 
Executive meeting on Sept- 
ember 13 considered com- 
pletely abandoning a road 
race points system but it is 
now hoped to finalise 
arrangements by mid Oct- 
ober. 


National Trials Champs 


- Round 5, Nelson 
11. MacRae/Dixon pin up 
12 World Scene, Ixion mx 
13 Moore on Speedway 
14 Sports Commentary 
15 Classifieds 


COVER: John Fitzgerald leaps his Yamaha YZ125C over a jump at the recent 
Ixion moto cross. Photo: Martin Stewart. 


SOUL) OFF 


The Auckland club's Castrol-sponsored meeting at Puke- 
kohe on September 27 heralded the start of a new road race 
season. And what a season it promises to be! Right across 
the board, from production racing to open formulavand side- 
cars, new, exciting talent and the very best in machinery 
will make for fierce competition and a feast of good road 
racing for followers of the sport in New Zealand. 

Motor cycling’s glamour sport is coming alive - prize 
money is being increased; sponsors, both small and big time, 
are beginning to come forward again after a period of econ- 
omic uncertainty; and despite the hardships, | believe we can 
look forward to even greater numbers of competitors this 
season. 

All of which makes it tremendously important to ensure 
that all facets of organisation and administration keep 
abreast with developments. Unfortunately, there is scant 
evidence to show that this is actually happening. Two things 
come to mind: the slapdash arrangement of the points 
system for the national championships and the cancellation 
of the Gisborne GP due to the circumstances outlined else- 
where in this issue. 

Such an important subject as a championship calendar 
deserves to be sorted out and understood by all, well before 
the start of the season. The NZACU's formula for the com- 
ing season was circularised in August and the clubs concern- 
ed were asked to send confirmation - or otherwise - of 
participation before the September 13 meeting of the 
executive. Subsequent hassles, mainly surrounding the for- 
mat of some of the clubs’ programmes has led to the pre- 
sent state whereby no-one yet knows where championship 
rounds are to be held. 

Clubs are naturally responsible for organising their own 
race programmes but it would surely make preparation of 
a championship calendar easier if the NZACU were to be 
aware of the programmes many months in advance of the 
event. In this way, the ACU has time to prepare and 
publicise a points calendar and competitors can plan their 
season's itineraries. 

And a desirable by-product could be a more equitable 
distribution of events and championship points races. 
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WGTN M/C CLUBS 

Sir, 

| would like to know if 
there is any club in the 
Wellington area that | could 
join. | havea Yamaha GT 
50A and would like to join 
a club to do some trail rid- 
ing. But because my bike 
is only a 50cc trail, I’m 

not sure a club would take 
a small bike like this. 

I'm a great fan of your mag. 
Tony Davage. 

Porirua. 

Clubs will accept just about any- 
‘one on just about anything you 
don’t even have to own a bike. 
But to be honest I’m not sure 
your particular bike will be very 
suitable for organised club trail 
rides. However, by joining a 
club you are likely to: meet 
other riders who may be ina 
similar position to yourself. In 
the Wellinton region there are 
several clubs from which you 
could enquire. They are 

Ixion (Secretary, 3 Suffolk 
Place, Porirua). Hutt Valley 
(P.O Box 30189, Lower Hutt). 
Wellington Trail Riders (P.O 
Box 2138, Wellington). Victoria 
University (Private Bag, Wellingt- 
on), and Kapiti (P.O Box 486, 
Paraparaumu). 

Editor. 


TRAIL TECHNIQUE 

In every good book of 
off-road motorcycling, one 
subject not covered, is the 
technique of front wheel 
landing. Usually this comes 
naturally to newcomers to 
the sport. However, as one 
gets more experienced one 
tends to get carried away 
with the power emanating 
from the back wheel. Front 
wheel landing does need a 
certain amount of skill and 
an abundance of the round 
substance found between 
the legs of the male species 
of the marsupial. Asdemon- 
strated by the author (note 
the look of abject horror) 


front wheel landing can be 
as exciting as bull fighting 
or running from a pack of 
Ploens after winning a 
Suzuki benefit race on a 
Vespa. | would like to hear 
more from readers of NZM- 
CN on the art of bouncing 
on your head, high side 
leaping, back side grazing 
and other thrilling aspects of 
our sport. 

T-Bike Bradley 

(Name and address supplied) 
P.s. Thanks to the doctors 
and staff of Wellington 
Public Hospital. 


125cc ROAD RACE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Sir, 

When Kevin McCleary said, 
in Rod Dew’s article, that 
he won the 125 road race 
championship without really 
trying he wasn’t kidding. 

He was awarded a total 
of 38 points, 6 more than 
the runner-up, but you might 
be interested in how 9 of 
those points were scored. 

At the Corsair club’s 
Wigram meeting in January, 
no 125classwas advertised 
in the entry form, although 
there was an “up-to 250” 
race, 

Since few 125 riders would 
enter a 250 race on an air- 


field, where speed is the. 
major factor, there was only 
one 125 entry - Kevin McCI- 
eary. 

After the meeting, it was 
stated by the Corsair club 
secretary that the up-to 
250 race had included the 
125 championship round 
and that McCleary, as the 
only finisher, had been 
awarded 9 points. 

| protested to the ACU 
about this race, on the 
grounds that the only 
starter hardly deserves points 
when no other riders were 
advised that the race existed. 

While the executive 
conceded that the entry form 
had been misleading, they 
refused to invalidate the 
Wigram points. 

They also refused to reply 
to either of my letters asking 
for an explanation of their 
decision. 

It is probably not signifis- 
ant that the Corsair club 
secretary at the time was 
(and still is) vice-president of 
the ACU, and of course, on 
the executive. 

| just thought other motor- 
cyclists might like to see how 
Our sport is administered. 
Roger Whitmarsh 
Hastings 
P.s. | attach copies of 
relevant letters as proof of 
my statements. 


OCTOBER 


mile sprint at Mosgiel. 


Auckland club’s mx; Wairarapa 


at Te Puke. 


Nelson club’s 
Taranaki club’s mx at Kaponga; 


12 South Island Open and 250cc Min TT champs (Corsair club); 


Ccalenoar 


11 Hawkesbury road races, Blenheim (Marlborough club); 
Hamilton club’s enduro at Waerenga; Otago club's % 


club’s hill climb at Wrights Farm; 


Taumarunui club’s mx; Hutt Valley club’s mx; Hawkes Bay club's 
mx; North Taranaki club's trial at Okato; North Shore club’s trial. 
Whangarei club’s trial at Newton Rd; Gisborne club's mx at 
Peddle’s station, Matawai Tauranga club’s B.O.P. trials champ round 


18 NZ 500cc beach champs at Kariotahi (Papakura club). 


19 Pioneer club’s trial at Purau; Wairarapa club's Sprint at Carterton; 
ini TT; Hamilton club's mx at Gordonton; North 


C.H.B. club's mx. 


2 WEEKS IN FLORIDA 


TOUR ARRANGED BY: 


Normamby Rd., 


Paeroa, 


DANTON A 
FIGRDERAEES 


JET AIR NEW ZEALAND. 


GRAHAM DICKSON MOTORCYCLES LTD., 
Normamby Rd., Paeroa. 
Full details & booking forms: 
Graham Dickson Motoreycles Ltd., 


the SUZUKI experts 


7-11 KINGS CRES, LOWE 


|UTT PHONE 660.599 
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Wylies Future In Balance ...... 


Former New Zealand road racing champion, 24- = 
Dale Wylie of Christchurch, has just had a eee 
operation on the right elbow he shattered in a crash while 
practising for the penultimate round of last season's 
Marlboro international series at Timaru. Whether or not he 


races again will depend on the outcome, which \ 


known for some weeks. 
ry % 


But Wylie is optimistic 
about the chances of 
tegaining full movement to 
the joint and is already 
making plans to regain the 
Marlboro series title he 
won on a Suzuki 500 twin in 
1974. He has not been idle 
in recent months and has 
completely re-built his 
7Z750 Yamaha. It is now a 
full 750, has modified 
suspension at the rear and 
the steering geometry has 
been altered as well — all 
in the cause of better 
handling. 

Wylie feels that the 
machine is capable of 
speeds in excess of 200 
mph. He would like to 
make a bid for the New 
Zealand outright speed 
record but doubts whether 
there is a road surface in 
the country smooth enough 
for speeds of this kind. He 
still holds the 500 cc record 
at slightly over 150mph. 


BILLIARD TABLE 
SURFACE 

He recalled that some 
ofthe racing surfaces in 
Aimerica looked like the 
surface of a billiard table 
and yet at over.180 mph on 
the Yamaha they felt really 
rough. None of the road 
surfaces in New Zealand 
Were good enough. The 
only possible site was the 
South Eyre Road in North 
Canterbury. 

“| don't know whether 
the risk would be worth it 
or not. | could at least crack 
480mph but 200 mph might 


be rather different. It would . 


be good for my sponsor, 
though... .” 

Wylie has renewed 

sponsorship with Plough 
(NZ) Limited and will ride 
next season under the 
Coppertone banner. “It Is 
very good and means that 
everything | win next 
season will be profit”. It Is 
also enabling him to make 
a brief overseas trip in the 
near future but he Is 
keeping very quiet about 
this in the meantime. “I 
don't want my rivals to 
know what | am up to", he 
sald. 

Because of the operation 
on his elbow, the Indones- 
lan grand prix In November 
will probably be his first 
major outing of the season. 
In an effort to get back Into 
race trim, he Intends to 
take a month off work and 
practically camp out at 
Ruapuna Park, putting In 
as many practice laps as 
physically possible. 


tbe 
__ ‘Even if my arm is okay, 
it is going to be pretty 
tough. But! am prepared to 
put the work in to get back 
to where | was. | might even 
have to be better than | 
was. The standard has 
continued to rise while | 
have been injured and the 
bikes are all certainly going 
quicker. Everybody is 
going to be going faster,” 
he said. 

MARLBORO SERIES 

“The Marlboro series will 
be the real test. | would 
very much like to give the 
visiting internationals a run 
for their money. Last year, | 
am sure the New Zealand 
riders did not do them- 
selves justice in this. 
Hopefully, it will be a 
different story this time.” 


Wyllie is also seriously 
considering going to 
Europe next — northern 
season for a tilt at the 
world 500cc championship 
series. Former national 350 
champion Stuart Avant, 
who has a Mark 4 500 
Suzuki twin for the coming 
season, is also planning to 
go to Europe. John Boote, 
prior to leaving for Europe 
and America a few months 
ago, has also expressed 
interest in a European tour 
and Wylie feels that the 
three should team up as a 
sort of “Kiwi Equipe”. 

“By touring together, we 
could cut costs appreciab- 
ly. And it would be easier 
to get starts, too. We 
would be rivals in the 
racing but | think the help 
we could give one another 
would outweigh any dis- 
advantages." 

Wylie is also keen to race 
in the 250cc class in the 
coming season and would 
like to be the national 


champion when he leaves 
for Europe. He has a new 
7Z250 Yamaha coming out 
from America — it Is 
actually owned by an 
American enthusiast who 
was previously closely 
connected with the New 
Zealander's tracing 
activities in the States — 
and this should have the 
legs of anything else in the 
250 championship field. 

Wylie was actually lead- 
ing the 250cc champion- 
ship series last season 
when he crashed at Timaru. 
Ironically he was riding his 
7Z250 Yamaha at the time. 
This machine has now been 
taken over by his younger 
brother, Brent, who has 
been showing lot of 
promise. Brent will also be 
making a serious bid for 
the 250cc title next season 
and if Wylie’s operation is a 
failure Dale intends to 
retire from racing and help 
his brother. 

“| could race like | am but 


| wouldn't be able to stay 
with the top riders. | don't 
think | could race and be 
content being an also ran. 
Brent has been going really 
well and | would like to help 
him. He has been rubbing 
bits of the 1Z250 fairing 
which | never used to-rub 


off." 
BIG ORDER 

Since his accident, Wylie 
has been in business on his 
own account manufact- 
uring tie-downs for motor- 
cycles and for boats — an 
idea he brought back with 
him from America. They 
have been selling so well 
that he is now reluctant to 
allow the business to fold~ 
and return to professional 
motor-cycle racing. Only 
last week, he received an 
order for 3000 from 
Australia. 

“The business is going 
really well. But after racing, 
it is pretty dull. If | get the 
chance | will be back in 
competition.” 


GISBORNE G.P. CANCELLED 


The 1976 Gisborne GP road races, due to take place on 
January 2, have been cancelled by the organising club. 


In a letter to the secretary 
of the NZACU, a spokesman 
for the road race organising 
committee of the club, 

Mr V. Plowman, outlined 
the reasons why the meeting 


“will be allowed to lapse this 


season’. These are said to 
be: 

1. The eroded financial 
state of local business and 
the economy. 


2. The exclusion of all but 
two or three top solo riders 
at last year’s meeting due 
to the Marlboro series. 


3. The high percentage of 


withdrawals due to injury 
and machine failure as a 


result of too many meetings 


Muller On Championship 
March Agaiitt xcs. 


Beach race king Dave Muller took over from where he left 
off at the end of last season by winning the North Island 
350cc championship, staged by the Papakura Club at 
Kariotahi on September 20. And judging by the way his Bill 
Russel-sponsored Honda CR 250 was going, he could well 


make a clean sweep of titles this year. 


Muller simply cleared off 
from the start of the 
championship event, 
leaving the rest of the field 
to contest the“ minor 
placings. Mark Smits held 
second place throughout 
the race on another CR 250 
and after Richard Simeon 
(Suzuki 350) gained third 
position on the third lap, 


the event became 
something of a procession. 

Martyn Baylis, who has 
got his Suzuki 500 really 
flying now with-the crank 
back to its original 
arrangement, challenged 
Muller in the early stages of 
the first race of the day but 
had to be content with 
second place after the five 


laps. 


RESULTS: 350ce Northisland 
Beach Championship: D. Muller 
Honda CR250, 1; M. Smits, Honda 
R260, 2; R. Simeon, Suzuki 350, 
3; D. Tomkins, Suki 2504; 
Race 1 — 5 lap Scratch — Muller 
1; M. Baylis Suzuki 500 2; T. 
Cuttings, Suzuki 500 3. Race 3 — 
5 lap Scratch —Muller 1; Baylis 2; 
L Miller, 500 Suzuki 3; Race 3 — 
5 Lap Handicap. P. Clarkson, 
Honda CR250, 1; Muller 2: C. 
Griffen, Honda CR 250 3. Race 4-5, 
Lap Handicap. Baylis, 1> Muller 2; 
W. Capper, 400 Suzuki 3, 


BELOW: Richard Simeon'(Suzuki 350), grabs a footful of brake on his way to third place in the N,I. 350cc beach champs. 


sandwiched into a short 
period of time. 

4. The failure of the 
NZACU to grant the meet- 
ing a NZ championship, 
despite application being 
made. 

5. The risk of the above 
factors to running a financ- 
ially successful meeting. 

The decision to cancel the 
meeting came after a request 
from a South Island club 
and the NZACU to consider 
a change of date for the 
meeting. A permit to hold 
the. meeting on January 2 
was obtained in March 1975. 

But the Gisborne club 
maintains that it is not 
possible to change the date 
as the 2.5-mile street cir- 
cuit is part of a busy 
industrial area which is used 
every weekend to service 
seasonal industry. 

‘We have one of the 
safest road circuits in New 
Zealand and tremendous 
good will in Gisborne” 
said Mr Plowman. “But 
we can’t go ahead with a 
meeting on 2 January 
when there's a Marlboro 
round on 3/4 January in the 
South Island. We will get 
such a small field of riders 
it will probably be a financ- 
ial loss to us and an anti- 
climax for the public. 

“Marlboro sponsorship is 
a terrific step forward but 
unless it is organised more 
considerately and logically 
it will eventually do motor- 
cycle sport a disservice. Road 
racing will be the loser un- 
less there is a rational 
approach to the allocation 
of permit dates. 


“We feel that our meeting 
has, in effect, been sabotaged 
and as this is the second 
time in a row we have no 
Option but to withdraw the 
services of our club to road 
racing.” 

The club is, however, 
investigating the possibility 
of holding a special meeting 
to coincide with the Gisbor- 
ne Centenary celebrations 
next year. No date has 
been set as yet, 


Story: 
PETER 
BRITTENDEN 


New blood is really being injected into sidecar racing. 


This was demonstrated at 
Manfeild racé track on Sep- 
tember 20 when half a dozen 
outfits took advantage of 
the New Zealand Sidecar 
Racing Association’s decis-. 
ion to hire the course for 
the day. 

The numbers dissappoint- 
ed association officials - who 
had been told to expect 
about 15-20 outfits - but 
the standard of riding did 
not. . 
There were three new 

crews at the practice and 
they all showed a marked 
degree of skill. 

Chris Olsen's waterbus 
has been sold to Bruce 
McElligot and Tom Bell 
of Wellington. They started 
out the day passengering for 
Chris. Neither Bruce nor 
Tom have had sidecar exper- 
ience. 

Their performances later 
jin the day were remarkable 
for newcomers. Olsen, with 
his inexperienced passenger, 
lapped at 1 min 36 secs. ~ 

Bruce and Tom, having 
their second ride as a team, 
ended the day lapping just 
over four seconds slower, 

Maybe not this season, 
but surely next season, 
these two will be pushing 
the top outfits hard, 

Paul Corbett’s old outfit, 
which is now based in Well- 
ington, was at the practice. 

Now owned by Peter 
Marshall and Bernie Sloan, 
the outfit-which was sold 
minus its motor and has > 
since had another waterbus 
put in it-performed really 
well, 

It was Peter and Bernie’s 
first time out with the out- 
fit but they have had some 
experience with chairs. Last 
year they raced a 650cc 
Triumph outfit. 

This season, says Peter, 
they have a better chance of 


SWEEPING SUGCESS FOR GARY BOOTE IN ASIA 


being competitive. 

Judging by the outfits 
acceleration on the straight- 
aways, Peter would be right. 

The third partnership to 
impress was Ken Pope, 
Christchurch, who took 
delivery of Gordon Skilton’s 
old Norton outfit on the day, 
and Brian Farqhuarson who 
will be passenger for Peter 
Hunter, Napier this season. 
Hunter's outfit was not quite 
ready for the practice day. 

These two quickly got to 
grips with the machine 
and were powering around 
the circuit in fine style. 

Brian is obviously going 
to be really competent 
passenger......already his 
leathers, brand new on the 
day, are worn in just the 
right places. 

The 500cc Suzuki outfit 
piloted by Murray Pearce 

also had a successful day. 
The outfit, one of the most 
uncluttered around, showed 
up well on the tighter 
sections of the course but 
did not have the speed for 
the three straights 

He and his passenger prov- 
ided one of the more excit- 
ing moments of the day 
when they had a really close 
dice with Howard Gregory's 
650 Triumph-powered outfit 
for half a dozen laps until 
fuel shortage finished it. 

The Suzuki was only a 
couple of seconds behind 
Olsen's lap time. 


One disappointing factor was 


the absence of some of the more 
“original outfits from the pract- 


ice. 
To see the likes of Gary 


Watson's outfit, which is powered 
by two RD350:motors, perform- 


ing would have been very interest- 


ing. 


But for that we'll have to wait 
until Hawkesbury on October 11. 


National light-weight road racing champion Gary Boote 
(TZ750 Yamaha) recovered from a spectacular crash In 
practice to score a superb win in the 50-mile Penang Grand 
Prix, upholding a long tradition of New Zealand successes 


on tiny Penang Island. 


Boote went crashing to 
the road on only his second 
circuit of practice when his 
wheels shot from under 
him on loose pebbles 
sprayed onto the racing 
surface by cars. Fortunate- 
ly, damage to man and 
machine was of a minor 
nature, 

“| grazed my hand bul | 
was more upset than any- 
thing else,” the 19 year old 
Christchurch rider said. 

However, this unfortu- 
nate Incident did nothing to 
dampen his determination 
lo succeed at his first 
attempt in South East Asia. 
The first race was the 15 lap 
over 250cc class face on 
the Saturday and Bootle led 
all the way to win by a mere 
5.6 sec from the Malaysian 
rider Sonny Soh (Suzuki 
600 Mark II!) 

Boote covered the 20 
miles in 18 min 26.4 sec. 
Gerry Lool (Singapore) was 

4 


third on a Yamaha TZ350. 
On the way to victory he set 
the fastest lap time for the 
1.25 mile round the houses 
circuit of 1 min 10.9 sec — 
Just nine-tenths of a 
second outside the record 
set by the late Geoff Perry. 


START FROM REAR 

Because he crashed in 
practice and failed to 
record an official lap time, 
Boote had to start from the 
rear of the grid in the main 
race on the Sunday. 
However, it was not long 
before he made his 
presence felt, 


Soh, riding a 500 Suzuki ! 


which = was acres i 
sulted to the twisting : 
circull, set the early pace. 
Be See ad 
ia way 

and when he iin 

the Malaysian 
through the 
there was no stopping him, 


Bruce McElligot (left) and Tom Bell check over their new acquisition - the ex-Chris Olsen Suzi 


“ABOVE: Ken Pope and Brian Farghuarson do the rounds on ti 


He swept Into the lead, 
soon drew out into a 
comfortable lead and was 
never again challenged. 
Boote's time for the 50 
miles was thr 1min 52.8 
Sec. Lool recorded 1 hr 
2min 33.8 sec for second 
place and Soh, 1 hr 2min 
55.6 sec. Australian Denny 
McCormack (350 Yamaha) 


was fourth in thr 3min 
11sec. 

Last year, Boote's 
brother, John, won the 


race, the 3rd New Zealander 
to do so. The others were 
Trevor Discombe (Hamil- 
ton) and Geoff Perry. 

“It was very hot but this 
didn't really worry me,” 
Gary said afterwards. “The 
course was very much like 
New Zealand road circuits. 
\t was very tight with about 
10 corners to a mile. It was 


machines, tf | had had a 
choice, | would have ridden 
a 350," 


SELANGOR 
Boole then moved on 
down the Malaysian 


Peninsular to Kuala 
Lumpur for the annual 
Selangor Grand Prix. This 
was a four-day meeting and 
on the second day of 
practice, Gary qualified 
second fastest to the 
Indonesian Suzuki works 
rider, Hendra Suputra 
(Suzuki 500 Mark Ill). 

On the Saturday, there 
was the usual 15-lap (32 
miles) over 250cc class race 
and this was anything buta 
cake walk for the 19 year 
old Kiwi. He led practically 
all the way but was always 
conscious that a_ little 
known Indonesian, Bam- 
bang Sudarsono (Suzuki 
500) was right on his tall. 

On the second lap, Boote 
mines the lap record of 1 
min 32 sec for the 2.2 mile 
clrcult, set last year by 
John Boole. “I was quite 
pieaeee about this because 

had a lot of gas on board 
— a full eight gallons.” 

Gary won the race from 
Bambang with the resident 
rider, Bill 

Yamaha) 


Things looked bright for 


Photos: 
MARTIN 
STEWART 


the Selangor grand prix 

race the following day. One 

hundred and five miles in 

length, this was to be 

Boote's first long distance 

road race and he was 

looking forward to it In 

spite of the strength-sapp- 

Ing heat. od pau 
Few laps hi 

before It became obvious 

that this was gol 

real clift-hanger. 

for the first two 

Bambang right 

the slipstream, 


@® NITTO 
ROAD = TRAIL= KNOBBLY = HIGH SPEED TOURING 
TYRES FOR A CHANPION 


THE NITTOwT-180 HIGH SPEED TOURING MOTORCYCLE TYRE 
HAS BEEN RECENTLY DEVELOPED, AND QUALIFIES TO 
MEET THE JAPANESE INDUSTRIAL STANDARDS ON A 
SUSTAINED SPEED OF 180 KM/H (110 MPH) FOR HIGH 
SPEED TOURING WITH SUPERIOR, TRACTION AND 
DURABILITY. 
SIZES AVAILABLE: 350S x 18 ¢ 375S x 18 © 400S x 18 © 

f 4255 x18 460S x18 
THESE TYRES ARE PRICED FOR YOUR POCKET!! . 


CHECK YOUR NEAREST NITTO TYRE DEALER: 
MANAWATU: 


AUCKLAND: BAY OF PLENTY: MANNING WATKINS LTD 
BILL RUSSEL LTD. ROYS CYCLE WORLD PINK AND COLLISON LTD 
LAURIE SUMMERS LTD TAUPO CYCLES TIM GIBBES HONDA 
FORBES AND DAVIES LTD TOKOROA MOTORCYCLES LEVIN MOTORCYCLESLTD 
WEST CITY HONDA ROSS TODD MOTORS INGRAM AND WORSLEY LTD 
BOB HALDANE MOTORCYCLES NOEL BURROW WAIRARAPA 
PAPATOETOE MOTORCYCLES BOB ANDERSON MOTORCYCLES GREGORY MOTORCYCLES LTD 
SHAFT MOTORCYCLES ATTRILL CYCLES JENSEN AND POLLETT LTD 
EASTERN HONDA CENTRE SMITHS SCOOTER HOUSE THOMAS MOTORCYCLE CENTRE 
BEACH ROAD MOTORCYCLES WOODS SUZUKI VALLEY MOTORS 
LEN PERRY LTD. PETER PLOEN W. SKILTON AND SON 
WAIKATO — KING COUNTRY: MOUNT MOTORCYCLES BARRETT MOTORS 
PROUDLOCK MOTORCYCLES PINK AND COLLISON LTD HAWKES BAY: 
HAMILTON MOTORCYCLES DEANS CYCLES WHITTAKER MOTORCYCLES LTD 
GINGER MOLLOY MOTORCYCLE SUPPLIERS MOTOR EXTRAS LTD 
BOYD HONDA ROTORUA MOTORCYCLES HAWKES BAY MOTORCYCLES LTD 
BRYAN SCOBIE MOTORS RAILWAY MOTORS MAX RAE SUZUKI 
OTOROHANGA MOTORCYCLES TARANAKI: JACK BURN LTD 
PIOPIO MOTORS CALLENDER MOTORCYCLES WELLINGTON: 
PARAMOUNT CYCLE CENTRE NEW PLYMOUTH MOTORCYCLES WELLINGTON MOTORCYCLE CENTRE 
MALCOLM FURLONG ASH KING MOTORCYCLES SAWYER MOTORCYCLES 
WANGANUI: THE HONDA CENTRE HUTT YAMAHA CENTRE 
SAWYER MOTORCYCLES j Fewer Banca KAWASAKI CENTRE 

= . 7 R 
NZ. Distributing Agent ‘CYCLE CENTRE LAWTON AND BOYLE LTD 


MOTORCYCLE CITY IMPORTERS, P.O. Box 8790, Symond St.,Auckland Ph. 364-186 


Hondas ugly duckling 
ill commands big following... 


ul 
d 


im 


il ] 


Looks are not everything as far as women are concerned 
and the same thing could be said about motor-cycles. 
There Is certainly nothing very beautiful about Honda's 
evergreen CT90 trail bike. The chopped off seat, pressed 
steel backbone frame and step-through design make it 
anything but a machine from what off-road fans would call 
the classic mould. But Just as you should never judge a 
book by its cover, you should never dismiss the little 
Honda without a fair trial. 


The CT90 has probably 
been In production without 
major changes longer than 
any other machine intend- 
ed for off-roaduse and that 
should tell prospective 
buyers something. Honda 
is not a company which 
hangs on to a model for any 
other reason that It Is a 
successful seller. In 
versatility and reliability, it 
has few equals for its size. 

Originally, the CT90 was 
equipped with oil-damped 
leading bottom link 
suspension at the front. 
This type of suspension (in 
a vague sort of way) was 
once popular in the 
scrambling world. But it 
has now given way to the 
conventional telescopic 
forks and this is the only 
substantial difference from 
the original concept. 

Over the years, it has, 
naturally, been tidied up 
considerably, even If the 
specifications have remain- 
ed largely unchanged. This 
must be regarded as a 
testimony to the excellence 
of the original design. 

The “ugly duckling” 
Honda is, in many respects 
an unusual and remarkable 
machine. It was iy 
designed specifically for (ugly) duckling to water. 
trail riding and with its Moly mae gearbox 
elght-speed gearbox the only was a tremendous boon 
machine with a dual ratio and farmers were not slow 
unit at the time — It waS to appreciate the benefits. 
widely sought after. No Now, some five years 
other bike offered four ater, the CT90 is siill 
ratios for the rough and = {jnding a ready market 
four for the road, amongst just about every 


Not pretty but an extremely funct- 
jonal machine. A popular farmers’ 
mount for many years. 


Honda would fit the bill. 
With no alterations at all, it 
took to farm work like an 


Then one day some facet of the motor-cycling 
bright spark decided that public — farming, trail 
horses were obsolete on riding, commuting, 


the farm and that the 
6 


message boys runabout 


Automatic clutch and eight speed 
gearbox increase versatility of CT90. 


and so on. 

The dual range gearbox 
idea has been duplicated 
and improved by other 
makers — it is still necess- 
ary to stop before changing 


ratios. But this gearbox, 
which increases the versat- 
ility of the mount tremend- 
ously, is not its only 
appealing feature. 

An automatic centrifugal 
clutch is standard which 
makes It possible to stop In 
any gear and dismount 
without first returning the 
gearbox to neutral. The 
handlebar lever which 
would operate the clutch 
on an orthodox motor- 
cycle operates the rear 
brake on the CT90. There 
1s, of course, also a foot 
brake. 

As a result, it is possible 


seat 

with suitable protection for 

the high tension lead, it 

would be possible to ride 

the machine with the 
LET TEE eee 


_ automatic clutch is simpl- 


gumboots would clearly 
find the heel and toe lever 
an asset. 

Handling on the road is 
remarkably good and the 
power of the overhead 
camshaft engine could be 
fully utilised. 

In ‘the lower ratios, the 
Honda was outstanding off 
the road. It would clamber 
up very steep slopes, was 
very manoeuvreable and 
with its light weight (195!b) 
could be man handled over 
major obstacles. Its weight 
is one of its biggest advan- 
tages. A man of average 
strength can lift the Honda 
clear of the ground without 
too much difficulty. 

The actual capacity of 
the engine is 89 c.c. It 
develops 6.8 brake horse- 
powe at 8500 rpm and has a 
wide torque range — suff- 
icient to pull a large trailer 
on the flat with ease. 

The single carburettor, 
set just above the inclined 
engine cylinder, is fitted 
with a fuel drain valve, 
which is very useful if the 
machine is not to be used 
for some time or is to be 
laid down on the deck of a 
truck. 

Another minor but very 
useful modification to 
quickly is that you cannot assist In transporting the 
blip the engine while wait- machine is a quick action 
ing~atthe»traffies!ightss”” handlebar clamp.-With this 
released, it is possible to 
swing the handlebars 
parallel with the frame. 

The air intake for the 
engine is set very high at 

level. Theoretically 


to trickle down steep, 
muddy slopes operating 
both brakes by hand and 
using both feet for balance. 
Itis also a simple matter to 
ride the machine with one 
hand, Opening and shut- 
ting gates without dis- 
mounting is no problem. 

There is a wide range of 
rear sprockets for all off- 
road Hondas but, because 
of the dual range gearbox 
on the CT90, the standard 
ratio is perfectly adequate 
for all situations likely to 
be encountered on or off 
the farm. 

The machine tested, 
which was borrowed from 
Holland's Motor-cycles 
Limited, confirmed the 
versatility claimed for it by 
the makers. On the road in 
the top ratios it was very 
tractible and could be 
ridden at a smart clip quite 
comfortably. We found the 
seat a little too brief for our 
liking but a tendency to slip 
backwards was not excess- 
ively annoying. The seat 
has been shortened to 
make room for the very 
substantial rear carrier and 
a farmer would obviously 
put this ahead of long 
distance comfort. 

One thing you learn very 


engine completely under- 
water, although this is not 
With one enthusiastic twist soe recommeniet ae is 
of the throttle, the centri- situated underneath the 
fugal clutch takes overand = seat. f 
you are away The 
Getting used to the 
different set-up of the 
controls also takes a little 
time. You have to concent- 
rate on resisting the 
Impulse to squeeze the 
lever on the left handlebar 


Honda is fully 
equipped for road use with 
lights, tuming indicators, 
mirrors and both side and 
centre stands. The engine 
is well protected by metal 
bars and a bash plate. 

In New Zealand, the 


when changing = gear. Honda retailed at $597 
Failure to do so results in (sales tax $135), at the time 
the rear brake being of testing : 

operated. But once you are . 

familiar with the controls, 


the little Honda is very easy 
to ride indeed. 
Changing gear with the S 

‘ Oecs. 
icity itself. It Is just a S 

matter of twisting the Specifications of the Honda CT 90 
throttle back and changing 
the ratios with the foot 
lever in the usual way. 
Changing up, the gearbox 
felt a little clunky and 
smooth changes were diffi- 
cult. Dropping down 
Anya the ratlos was as 
Smooth as It would be with ‘twinging C 
a manual clutch, STARTING: Ree OVERALL 

We did not like the heel Sin. OVER! t 

and toe gear lever — the T HEI 
ankle did not have enough 
movement to allow 
Successful changes with- 
out moving the foot first. 
However, a farmer wearing 


are 
ENGINE: inclined single-cylinder 
overhead camshaft four-stroke: 
CAPACITY: 89cc; HORSEPOWER: 
6.8 bhp et 8500 rpm; BORE AND: 
STROKE 50 x 45.6mm (1.970% 
1,797in}; COMPRESSION RATIO: 
8.2to 1, ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: 
6 volts; TRANSMISSION: dual 
range four-speed gearbox; Cl 
automatic: BRAKES: drum front 
and reer; SUSPENSION: 


SENSATIONAL 
2nd FOR BOOTE 
IN HOLLAND 


[BY ROD DEW) 


Twenty-year-old New Zealand professional John Boote 
(TZ750 Yamaha) made a sensational European debut in the 
$60,000 Champion Spark Plug-sponsored Dutch round of 
the world Formula 750 championship at Assen. He 


finished a brilliant second 


to French-Canadian Yvon du 


Hamel (750 Kawasaki) in the first 100-mile leg of the round 


with a string of works and 
behind. 


But in the second leg, he 
was holding second place 
behind Dutchman Wil 
Hartog (TZ750 Yamaha) 
when he crashed on a slow 
bend. He was not seriously 
hurt but was unable to 
continue and was forced to 
watch while $10,000 in 
prize money slipped 
between his fingers. 

The 4.87 mile track 
impressed Boote. He 
described the race as ‘100 
miles of physical hell’. 

Boote was cornering so 
hard that he wore away the 
ends of his right toes and 
banged his right knee on 
the ground. 

“The combination of the 
Dunlop tyres and the grippy 
surface was fantastic” he 
sald afterwards. “You can 
really get the bike over on 
the bends.” 


FIRST FOR KAWASAKI 

Du Hamel also won the 
second leg to gain his first 
outright victory in a major 
international for three 
years. It was also the first 


win for Kawasaki in the 

three years the FIM 

Formula 750 championship 

has been in existence. 

Second overall was 
veteran Australian Jack 
Findlay (TZ750 Yamaha), 
who finished third behind 
Boote in the first leg and 
fourth in the second. He 
now holds second place in 
the championship series, 
just 12 points behind 
Englishman Barry Sheene 
(750 .Suzuki), who was 
seriously handicapped by 
mechanical problems in 
both legs after leading 
both. 

Although a__ brilliant 
debut in Europe and one 
which could not have gone 
unnoticed in high places, 
Boote could count himself 
a trifle lucky to finish 
second. After five laps of 
the first leg (21 laps), he 
held a promising seventh 
position. The two English- 
men, Sheene and Barry 
Ditchburn (Kawasaki), were 
well clear up front and 
appeared to have the race 
In the bag. Hartog was 
third with Venezualan 
Johnny Cecotto (TZ750 
Yamaha) du Hamel and 
Giacomo Agostina (TZ750 
Yamaha) in order behind. 

Boote at this stage — 
about quarter distance — 
had Findlay, Cliff Carr 
(Yamaha) and Englishman 
John Williams (Yamaha) In 
his slipstream. 

Then came a dramatic 
series of retirements which 
completely opened up the 
race, 

RETIREMENTS 

Cecotto crashed at over 


semi-works riders strung out 


100 mph when a rider he 
was lapping forced him off 
line, Agostini pulled into 
the pits saying he was not 
fit enough to continue and 
on the thirteenth lap race 
leader Sheene started 
having problems which 
were to end his hopes. He 
* was 100 yards ahead of 
Ditchburn and looking 
comfortable when he 
decided to pull into the pits 
for fuel. However, activities 
in the pits were somewhat 
hectic and a fuel pipe was 
pulled off the offside car 
burettor of his Suzuki. 

With fuel spraying every- 
where, Sheene was soon in 
trouble. When some got on 
the rear tyre, he realised 
that all was not well and 
stopped round the back of 
the course. He found the 
pipe but the end had split 
and he had to replace it 
twice more before he was 
able to get back into the 
pits for repairs. He re-start- 
ed to finish the race in 
twenty-sixth place — three 
laps behind Boote. 

Ditchburn appeared to be 
heading for a comfortable 
win but then on the last lap 
his fuel tank ran dry. In the 
meantime, Hartog had 
dropped back down the 
field, leaving du Hamel in 
front with Boote second. 

Du Hamel’s winning time 
for the 100.5 miles was thr 
4 min 23.2 sec — repres- 
enting 93.64 mph. 

The second leg looked 
full of promise for Boote: 
He started off the front row 
of the grid alongside du 
Hamel — which in itself 
was a tremendous honour 
— and in the rush for the 
first bend only the Dutch- 
man, Hartog, was in front 
of him. But then, on the 
second lap, his luck ran out 
and he tumbled off — a 
disappointing end to a 
fairytale beginning. 

Hartog pulled away to 
the delight of the crowd 
and when he came in for 
fuel was able to get away 
again without losing the 
lead. But then gearbox 
problems forced him to 
slow and finally he finished 
in ninth place. Du Hamel 
won in 1 hr 4 min 34 sec — 
93.40 mph from English- 
man John Newbold (Suzuki 
750) and American Hurley 
Wilvert (T2750 Yamaha). 

Sheene, the favourite, in 
spite of having to start In 
the second group of riders 
flagged away some 
seconds behind the first 
20, carved his way through 
the field, set a new 
absolute lap record of 98.8 
mph took the lead and then 
retired with engine failure. 


PISTONS 
PISTONS 


FOR 


BELOW IS AN ASSORTMENT 
OF PISTONS FOR SALE FOR 
VINTAGE AND RECENT BIKES 


BORE | SIZE QUANTITY PRICE 
Ariel 250cc Arrow 54MM | +20 1 x Pair $10.00 pr 
AMC 500 cc GO 66 MM S/F 1 x Pair $15.00 pr 
AJS 350cc C5 68.5 MM] +60 1 $7.50 ea 
BSA 650 cc AGSL 75MM | Std 1 1 x Pair $25.00 pr 
BSA z 650cc AGS L 75MM +40 1 x Pair $25.00 pr 
BSA 650 cc A6SL 75MM | +40(12-1) 1x Pair $25.00 pr 
BSA 650 cc AGSL 75MM | +60 1 x Pair $25.00 pr 
BSA 500 cc A7 66MM | +20 1 x Pair $20.00 pr 
BSA 500 cc A7 66 MM +60 1 x Pair $20.00 pr 
BSA 350 cc B31 71MM | +20(9-1) 1 $10.00 ea 
BSA 350 cc B31 71MM | +60 1 $10.00 ea 
BSA G/S 350 cc 71MM Std 1 $15.00 ea 
Norton 750 cc 73MM | Std (10-1) 1x Pair $30.00 pr 
Norton 750 cc 73 MM +20 1 x Pair $20.00 pr 
Norton 750 cc 73MM | +40 3 x Pair $20.00 pr 
Norton 750 cc 73MM |+60 1 x Pair $20.00 pr 
Norton 650 cc 68MM |+20 2 x Pair $20.00 pr 
Norton 650 cc 68MM | +40 6 x Pair $20.00 pr 
Triumph 650 cc T120 71MM Std (9-1) 1x Pair $30.00 pr 
Triumph 650 cc T120 71MM Std (8:5-1) 1x Pair $30.00 pr 
Triumph 650 cc T110 71MM Std (8-1)| 1 x Pair $30.00 pr 
Triumph 650 cc T120 71MM | +40(8.5-1) 1 x Pair $30.00 pr 
Triumph 650 cc 6T 71MM |+60 1 x Pair $30.00 pr 
Triumph 500cc 5T 69 MM S/F 1 x Pair $20.00 pr 
Triumph 500 cc ST 69MM | +40 2 x Pair $20.00 pr 
Triumph 500cc T100 69MM | +40 3 x Pair $20.00 pr 
Triumph 500ccT100A |} 63MM | +30 1 x Pair $10.00 pr 
Triumph 500 cc STA 63MM | +30 1 x Pair $10.00 pr 
Triumph 500 cc 5TA 63MM | +60 1xPair | $10.00 pr 
Triumph 350 cc 3TA 58 MM Std 1 x Pair $10.00 pr 
Triumph 350 cc 3TA 58 MM +40 1 x Pair $10.00 pr 
Triumph. 250cc Tigeress | 56MM | +40 1 x Pair $8.00 pr 
Villiers 9E 59MM | +20 1 $5.00 ea 
Villiers 9E 59MM | +30 1 $5.00 ea 
Villiers 9E 59MM | +40 2). $5.00 ea 
Vespa Scooter 54MM | +20 1 $5.00 ea 
Vespa Scooter 54MM | S/F 1 $5.00 ea 


$e EON 
THE FISTONS/P/STON LT REQUIRE ARE: 


MAKE: MODEL :. BORE; S/ZE-. 
QUANTITY. CHEQUE JPOSTAL NOTE No: 
AMOUNT -—_._ (iNetubep GOe FosTAge ) 
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Facing developments  £& 


| LIGHT. 


‘CLE COMPONENTS 
“L SPECIALISTS 


It had to be England. “Metropolitan Police Regulations”, 


muttered the red-jacketed, middle-aged gentleman from 
under a peaked cap bearing the word ‘security’. “We have 


to search your bags.” 


Satisfied we were no 
IRAterrorists — or at least 
carried nothing*More offen- 
sive than an Australian $10 


‘note — he allowed myself 


and fellow New Zealand 
traveller and self-confessed 
Rickman-Kawasaki freak 
John Thorburn through to 
the hallowed halls of the 
Earls Court Motorcycle 
Show. 

Mmmm, where does one 
begin when confronted by 
flashing glimpses of some 
really nice and even some 
really mean machine Oh 
well. Throwing caution to 
the wind, we proceeded on 
a journey of discovery. 

Though quietly unveiled 
at its world premiere, the 
Kawasak| KZ750 dohc twin 
gained many admiring 
glances by way of its 
smooth, uncluttered lines. 
Featuring a counter-weight 
balance system, disc 
brakes front and rear and 
similar instrumentation to 


the Z1, this bike will have 
obvious appeal in the 
pollution-conscious U.S. 
market and in turn poses a 
direct threat to the new- 
look Trident and Norton, 
which were also on display. 

The other three major 
Japanese manufacturers 
offered little in the way of 
new bikes, though Suzuki 
tried hard with a rather nice 
cafe racer version of their 
750 sitting beside the real 
thing — Barry Sheene's 
F750 water tank. 

Honda took great 
pleasure in displaying 
among its other dazzling 
creations, the CR125 and 
250, announcing these 
would soon be available. 

And just to show how 
novel the Honda 125 is, a 
certain British motorcycle 
newspaper wrote the 
machine is a two stroke In 
a predominantly four stroke 
class! | must find out what 
most of these Brits ride In 


the 125cc class. 

Yamaha was surprisingly 
quiet, though their new 
range of trail hacks proved 
popular with dirt fiends. 

On the European front, 
Ducati stole all the honours 
by showing three of the all 
new, beautifully brutal 900 
Super Sports. Finished ina 
tasteful blue and silver, and 
claimed to be the fastest 
production motorcycle in 
the world (143mph), they 
will retail in Britain for 
about $NZ4,000. | wonder 
who will be the first to do 
the dastardly deed and buy 
one in New Zealand? 

Also from the land of 
pizza and Fiat, was the 750 
Moto Guzzi S3 V-twin, 
coated in an attractive 
black with orange detailing 
and carrying three coupled 
disc brakes. Just so force- 
ful and sinister that you 
have to like it. And as the 
character of a bike can 
usually be judged by the 
type of person who buys it, 
itis well to note that former 
world 500cc champion Phil 
Read is negotiating a 
purchase deal. 


BIKE BRITISH 

With the theme 
British” being 
around, NVT had on show 
its latest models, among 
them the Trident and 
Norton, now featuring front 
and rear discs, electric 
start and fewer oil leaks. 

Also on display was the 
new Cosworth designed 
“Challenge” engine, which 
sat beside the NVT Wankel 
— an extremely tidy unit. 

Apparently the 
Challenge is due to make 
its racing debut about now 
and the NVT people are 
quite confident of success. 

But taking pride of place 
on the stand, despite the 
shining glamour of its 
neighbours, was “Slippery 
Sam", the now legendary 
Trident which has won five 
Isle of Man Production TT 
faces and gathered a fan 
club of its own. 

Another bike to catch our 
attention was the British- 
designed and built 660cc 
Silk 700S two stroke twin, 
Water-cooled, the machine 
is lubricated by a throttle- 
controlled oil pump of 


“Bike 


thrown : 
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Silk’s own design located 
at the right hand end of the 
crankshaft. 

A limited production 
motorcycle, other notable 
features include a_ fully 
enclosed chain, transistor- 
ised ignition, twin 10-inch 
front discs and alloy rims. 


SPECIAL GEAR 

With the British past 
masters at the art of build- 
ing “specials” and pioneers 
of the cafe racer craze, it 
was hardly surprising that 
the range of related 
goodies available made the 
mind boggle. 

Fairings, tanks, clip-ons, 
extractors, chambers and 
an unusual dohc kit for the 
Honda 750 ranked among 
the equipment on show. As 
well, there was a wide and 
colourful extravaganza of 
leather gear and helmets. 

For complete kits, 
though, none could rival 
the beauty and workman- 
ship from Rickman and 
Seeley. 

The Rickman name is 
now quite well known in 
New Zealand, and at the 


show, as well as the Honda 
kit, they had some incred- 
ible variations on the Kawa 
theme. It was here a certain 
New Zealander was seen 
taking several full living 
colour photos while drool- 
ing with ecstatic envy. Poor 
chappie, he has never been 
the same since. 

Another in the Rickman 
tange which appealed was 
the MX kit which uses an 
XL250 engine. 

However, it was the 
Seeley which really took 
my eyes away from the 
wandering females that 
blessed the aisles and 
stands of Earls Court, gett- 
ing me into conversation 
with the man behind the 
project — Colin Seeley. 

An extremely sincere and 
friendly person, Seeley’s 
Name is probably best 
known in New Zealand 
through Jim Landrebe’s 
championship-winning 
Yamsel of a few seasons 
ago. 

Anyone who has seen 
the Yamsel will appreciate 
its fine craftsmanship and 
meticulous attention to 


HONDA 


OR. 


XL ENGINES 


detail. 

Although he has been 
away from the bike scene 
for over a year through 
being involved in cars, 
Seeley has come back with 
a vengeance and is now 
offering a kit for 750 
Hondas which includes a 
highly . polished nickel 
frame and swing arm, S 
and W shocks and tank and 
seat. 

It is the result of six 
months of development, 
and with the initial run of 
25 kits nearly sold — they 
were first offered at the 
show — Seeley has taken 
this as a sign people are 
still interested in quality 
workmanship and said he 
will later offer a 900 
Kawasaki kit. 

“This kit was built basic- 
ally for the U.S. market and 
is the result of three trips to 
the States, where | learned 
a great deal about product- 
jon techniques. 

“For the present, 
however, we will be 
concentrating on the 750 
kit. Only when production 
gets to the stage where we 
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can cope with all the orders 
will we begin work on a 900 
version", he said. 

“We want to be able to 
guarantee delivery dates 
and know the customer will 
get it on that date. Far too 
often nowadays the 
customer is left wondering 
when he is going to get the 
he ordered ages 


NZ AGENT 

Asked about the New 
Zealand market, Seeley, 
mindful of his reputation, 
said he would be interested 
in appointing a New Zea- 
land agent, provided that 
person came with the right 
qualifications. 

“| get many letters from 
people in Britain wanting to 
become agents, but after 
asking a few questions | 
see their real motives and 
turn them down,” he said. 

“I'm only interested in 
giving the customer what 
he deserves — fair value for 
money. Maybe I’m out of 
date, but when | see some 
of the stuff being offered 
today | shudder." 


After hearing those 500cc V8 racer, complete 
words and seeing another with fairing. Wow!! 
fine example of his work, Nostalgia set in as | 
my faith in the British imagined it taking some 
motorcycle industry was former hero through twist- 
partly restored. ing corners and down the 

Other little goodies long flat straights of some 


which added to the general 
atmosphere included a fine 
line-up of well restored 
motorcycles ranging from a 
pre- WW1 Hudson to a 
1962 Norton Dominator. 

And tucked away 
between two pillars | came 
across a 1958 Moto Guzzi 
‘Slippery Sam’ 


romantic European circuit. 
But enough raving, if | 
don’t get this finished | 
may not get to Wembley for 
the World Speedway final. 
Despite its woes, there are 
some sights only Britain 
can offer. . . maybe I'll stay 
here a wee bit longer. 


3s ) 
Clockwise from above left: very nest cantilever frame kit for lightw: 

from Racing Developments. Kawasaki's KZ 750 four-stroke twin. Serioustooking 
Rickman kit for Honda's XL250. Frame expert Colin Seeley poses with a Honda 
750 ‘special’. Neat and compact - NVT’s Wankel power unit. Another one from 
NVT — the promising ‘challenge’ engine. A rare one - the Silk 700. 
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PENDULUM S\W/NGS POWERS WAY 


Power - Grinter - Power - Grinter - that’s the way it's 


series. If Power wins at Hast- 


been this year and it was purposeful Greg Power (Wellington, ings he wins the title - but if 


Yamaha) who set the pendulum swinging in his direction 
once more at the difficult fifth round of the national trials 
championships at Canaan, Nelson, on September 21. 

In winning his third cham- But Grinter is still in with 
pionship round, the RNZAF a chance at the title after 
cook edged ahead of his finishing second in Nelson. 
close rival Peter Grinter Defending co-champion 
(Hamilton, Ossa) in the Bruce Mitchell (Yamaha) of 
title stakes and with one Christchurch has no show of 
round remaining, Hawkes _ retaining his share of the 
Bay on October 26, he isin title as he missed the open- 
a strong position to take,the ing two rounds. 
crown, half of which he~ Power’s win gives a real 
claimed last year. cliff-hanger ending to the 


SEE TOP NEW ZEALAND ROAD RACERS 
AT THE 


ONEKAWA, 
GRAND PRIX 
SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 25 
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ABOVE 351cc 
PLUS SIDECARS,PRODUCTION, ETC. 


SIX HOURS OF NON STOP MOTORCYCLE RACING 


ADMISSION $1.50 CHILDREN 50 CENTS 


Grinter wins, he will most 
likely take it. The reason 
for this is that the title is 
decided on the best four 


performances of the series. 
If Power wins he'll have four 
wins and the title. If Grint- 
er wins with Power second 
the pair will be on level peg- 
ging once more and a tie- 
breaker will decide the 
champion. With a tie-break- 
er, the rider with the least 
number of points lost over 
the series would be the win- 
ner. And as far as that goes, 


Grinter is ina favourable _ 
position. To add to the spice 
of the final round, the Haw- 
kes Bay venue is perhaps 
slightly more suited to 
Grinter’s riding style. 

The Nelson round was 
undoubtedly the most diff- 
icult of the series so far. 

In fact it was so demanding 
that some competitors did 
pot even attempt some of 
the more dangerous rocky 
sections. 

The usually exuberant 
style of Power was mellow- 


Greg Power (Yamaha TY 250) rae 
tiates one of the tricky rock sections 
of the Nelson round of the national 
trials champs. Photo: Ted Overton 
ed somewhat by the condit- 
ions although it was a diff- 
erent story between sections. 
On the third circuit of sec- 
tions he lost control of his 
Yamaha TY 250 while barre- 
lling along between sections 
ona downhill slope. His 
machine was bent a fair bit 


and Power himself was 

lucky not to receive injury. 
Bythe wrenched his bike 
back into shape and contin- 
ued, losing 4 total of only 55 
points. 

Grinter lost 66 points on 
his 250 Ossa while Mitchell 
lost a further 11 points on 
his little TY 175 Yamaha to 
finish third. Hastings’ Paul 
Symons rode a new Ossa 
350 to fourth place and 
Wellington’s Warwick Young 
was carried to fifth place by 
a Kawasaki KT 250 which 
marked the Japanese firm’s 
first representation in a New 
Zealand championship 
round. 


RESULTS 

G. Power, Wellington, 250 Yam- 
aha, 55 points lost, 1; P. Grinter, 
Hamilton, 250 Ossa, 66, 2; B. 
Mitchell, Christchurch, 175 
Yamaha, 77, 3; P. Symons, 
Hastings 350 Ossa, 110, 4; W. 
Young, Wellington, 250 Kawasaki, 
117, 5; P. Swift, Nelson, 250 
Suzuki, 120, 6; K. Miles, Christ- 
church, 250 Ossa, 127, 7; K. Pin- 
fold, Palmerston North, 250 Ossa, 
133, 8; P. Tidball, Christchurch, 
250 Suzuki, 150, 9; M. McGib- 
bon, Christchurch, 250 Suzuki, 
160, 10. 


The Papakura club‘s exp- 
erts’ trial on-14 September 
was won by Peter Grinter 
(Ossa 250), perhaps more 
easily than the results indic- 
ate. The trial was run over 
three laps of a 15-section 
course and despite much 
rain during the previous 
weeks there was plenty of 
wheel grip available. 

Grinter lost 35 points, 
beating similarly-mounted 
Dave Cumming by a margin 
of 6 points, Peter Martin 
lost 52 points for third 
place and Alistair Grey 
followed closely with 53 
points to make it four on 
the trot for Ossa, along with 
Ron Stables (Yamaha TY 
250) who also lost 53 points. 


— 


NEW ROAD RACE 
NUMBERING SYSTEM OUT 


The road race competition numbering system brought in 
by the NZACU for this season has been abandoned because 
of the large number of complaints. 


The system, outlined in 
the August 27 issue of 
NZMCN, sought to allot 
specific racing numbers to 
the first five placegetters in 
each of the 1974/75 nation- 
al road race championships, 
including sidecars. The idea 
was to make it easier for 
spectators to identify the 
top riders. 

But the move was evident- 
ly unpopular in some circles. 
The result is that the scheme 
has been dropped in favour 
of the old system whereby 
all competitors 


have to request a specific 
racing number from meeting 
to meeting if they wish to re’ 
ain a certain number 
throughout the season. 


But this is not necessarily 


granted. In theory, this 
could lead to a top rider 
having a different racing 
number at each outing but 
in practice this does not 


happen. It becomes general- 


ly accepted by clubs that 
Joe Bloggs always rides 
under number so-and-so, 
And if Joe Bloggs submits 


an entry, the organising 
club will usually give him 
that number. 
The important thing to rem- 
ember is that whereas last 
t- year the NZACU alloted 
road race numbers, this 
year it is completely up to 
the clubs to say who gets 
what number. 

The NZACU appears to 
be quite happy about the 
new arrangement. In fact, 
it seems that the only rea- 
son the proposed - and 
subsequenty dropped - 
system came about was’ 
because of a remit passed 
at the annual conference a 
couple of years ago. 


TARANAKI FLIERS GRANT MacRAE AND REG DIXON 
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World News Wire 


SHEENE LAPS AGO AT 
"RACE OF THE YEAR’ 


Perhaps you think there’s 
been rather too much said 
of Britain's Suzuki factory 
road racer, Barry Sheene 
lately? If you do, it’s as 
well to learn that Sheene 
recently won the Race of 
the Year at Mallory Park for 
the second year in success- 
ion. And that he lapped 
World 500cc Champion 
Giacomo Agostini in the 
process! 

Sheene and American 
team mate Dave Aldana 
scored an impressive 1-2 in 
the 40-lap event, staged on 
the 1.35 mile Leicestershire 
circuit, with Kawasaki 
works rider Mick Grant 
coming third. Sheene also 
set a new lap record of 
49.4 seconds at an average 
speed of 98.38 mph. 

Agostini, however, was at 
a distinct power disadvant- 
age. He chose to ride his 
500ce Yamaha GP bike and 
eventually came seventh. 
Deposed 500cc champion 
Phil Read retired his MV on 
the sixth lap with handling 
problems after crashing dur- 
ing practice the previous day. 

Grant, who lay in second 
position for several laps at 
the start, had fitted inter- 
mediate tyres to his Kawas- 
aki 750, in the expectation 
of rain. But it stayed dry 

and he finished third, 25 sec- 
onds behind Aldana who was 
in turn 14 seconds behind 
Sheene. 

ROTARIES AT ISDT 

Rotary engined machines 
will make their International 
Six Days Trial debut in the 
Isle of Man this month when 
a three man team of West 
Germans competes on DKW 
Wankel engined bikes. 
Similar machines have con- 
tested several enduros in 
West Germany and have won 
golds in each. 


SCOTT FOR No. 1? 


Harley Davidson factory 
rider Gary Scott is all set to 
claim the coveted number 
one plate for H-D. After %2- 
mile event at Toledo, Ohio 
in September, Scott had 
1277 points against reigning 
champion Kenny Roberts’ 
(Yamaha) total of 939 
points. Roberts is the only 
rider in with a chance of 
robbing Scott of the title. 


PRODUCTS 


Two new anti-theft 
devices Intended for motor 
cycles have been developed 
by a Christchurch man, Mr 
Neil Renn-Foord, and will 
be marketed in New Zea- 
land any day. They are a 
three-piece triangular 
“Barlock)’ similar in 
function to a safety chain 
and an electronic alarm. 

The Barlock is locked 
onto the front or rear wheel 


to prevent the machine 
being moved. It is case 
hardened. Its most 


convenient feature is that it 
can be folded into an 8in 
length for ease of carrying. 

The alarm operates the 
horn intermittently when 
the bike is moved. A more 
advanced __ self-contained 
unit is being designed but 
will not be available for 
some time. 

Both devices will probab- 
ly be marketed under the 
trade name of Baier. 


WHITA 
IXION M 


National B-grade champion Gary Whitaker may not have 


been the fastest rider at the Ixio 


September 21 but he had the 
overall in the two 20-minutes 

Whitaker rode his Yamaha 
YZ 250 to second place in, 
the first heat and won the 
second heat after the early 
leaders had fallen off. He 
was closely followed on both 
occasions by Palmerston 
North’s Phil Turnbull (Suzu- 
ki RH250) who is working 
his way back to peak fitness 
following an operation 
earlier this year. 

But much of the sparkle 
in the meeting came from 
Peter Boyle and Brian 
Martin. Boyle demonstrated 
the style that brought him 
the number two plate by 
winning two A-grade over 
125cc events on his RH 250 
Suzuki and all three A-grade 
125cc races on his RM-S 
125. He also managed to fall 
off three times. The first 
time he recovered to finish 
third. The second time he 
was leading the first big 


n club’s moto cross on 
consistency to come out top 
plus one lap heats. — 
race ahead of Martin when 
he dropped it and subsequ- 
ently retired, And the third 
time was during the second 
heat - again while leading. 

Martin comfortably won 
the first 20-minute heat, 
plus one A-grade over 125cc 
race, on his RH 250 and _ 
generally worried Boyle in 
other events, He was chasing 
Boyle in the second leg when 
he crashed. 

Others to put in good 
performances were Warren 
Lambess (Yamaha 360) and 
Brian Reader (Yamaha 400). 
Lambess had more than his 
fair share of bad luck, put- 
ting in some devastating 
starts but dropping back for 


one reason or another. Read- 


er, a C-grader during last 
season’s national champion- 
ships, put in very consistent 
performances throughout 
the day, culminating ina 
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third place in the second 
20-minute leg. 

First leg (20 minutes plus one 
lap) - B. Martin, Suzuki RH 250, 
1: G. Whitaker, Yamaha YZ 
250, 2: Pp, Turnbull, Suzuki RA 
250, 3. Second Leg - Whitaker, 
1; Turnbull, 2; B. Reader, 3. 
Race 1, A-arade 125 - P. Boyle, 
Suzuki, 1; B. Martin, Suzuki, 2; 


V. Rieter, Yamaha, 3. Race 2, 
B-grade 125-M. An 
Yamaha, 1 


G. Har 
Race 3, 


1. Martin, 2; Turnbull, Suzuki, 
4. Race 5, B-grade 125 
1; Andersor G 
Race 6, 0 


Whitake 


consolation 
Robbi bal 
Race 9, open 1 


Race 12, cc 
1; M. Fitzgerald, 2; 


In this column, former double world speedway champion 
and multiple New Zealand title-winner RONNIE MOORE 
keeps NZMCN readers in touch with events at home and 
abroad. 


Ole Olsen of Denmark was the only rider to show a bit of 
happiness after the World Final at Wembley. The big show 
piece meeting of the year came close to being an utter 
shambles. The track was like a “big dipper” with a series of 
bumps all the way round and with the track so dusty that 
they had to water it after heat elght, so from dry, dusty 
conditions the boys were put out on a skating rink. 


Olsen put in five perfect 
winning rides while the rest 
of the riders, with total 
justification — bitched 
about the racing strip that 
was unworthy of such an 
important occasion. 

There is no question 
about Ole's rights to the 
$2,000 first prize, the 
85,000 people in the 
Wembley Stadium would 
agree to that. Anders 
Michanek of Sweden the 
1974 Champion was quite 
unhappy after finding it 
impossible to come: from 
behind in his first ride. He 
made four perfect starts in 
his next rides for four wins 
and a second place in the 
Championships. 

There was some con- 
solation for the locals 
watching the meeting — 
for the first time in 20-odd 
years an Englishman made 
it into the first 3 places. 
John. Louis the British 
champion, tied with New 
Zealand's |van Mauger for 
third place and then beat 
him in a run off. 

Ivan Mauger was made 
9-4 favourite and there were 
few people at Wembley 
before the meeting who did 
not think he would win. 

Sweden's Tommy 
Jansson and Bernie 
Persson were both dis- 
appointments and _ the 
Eastern Block riders did 
not meet expectations. 
Only Trofimov of Russia 
took the fight to the 
western riders with his 
most successful Wembley 
visit. 


HEATS 


Finishing order heat by heat, 
time follows: in brackets - 


1. Crump, Jancarz, 
Gordeev, Persson (73.0 
secs) 

Crump pushed Persson out 
on first turn for Jancarz and 
Gordeev to go through for 
second and third. 

2. Mauger, Simmons, 
Jansson, Wilson (71.0) 
Mauger made the start, 
Jansson passed an 
unhappy Wilson on the 
second bend of lap two. 

3. Collins, Louis, Plech, 
Glucklich (71.2) 

Collins switched back 


under the faster starting 
Louis on the first corner, 
Plech did the same to 
Glucklich. 

4. Olsen, Trofimov, 
Michanek, Cieslak (71.2) 
Trofimov made the better 
start but Olsen went under 
him at the end of the first 
lap. Michanek couldn't find 
a way past. 

5. Crump, Simmons, 
Plech, Cieslak (71.6) 
Crump led all the way. 
Simmons passed Plech for 
second spot. 

6. Olsen, Louis, Mauger, 
Jancarz(70.4) 

Mauger was pulling his 
bike back from the starting 
tapes as they went up but 
was still second into the 
first turn. Louis passed 
under him on the second 
lap but Olsen was way out 
in front. 

7. Collins, Persson, 
Trofimov, Wilson (71.6) 
Wilson excluded for 
crossing the line with both 
wheels. Collins passed 
Persson into the lead on 
the second lap. 

8. Michanek, Jansson, 
Gordeev, Glucklich (71.6) 
Straight race all the way 
9. Michanek, Mauger, 
Crump, Collins (71.2) 
Mauger made the start but 
Michanek came through on 
the back straight. Crump 
and Collins ragged first 
corner. Track was now wet. 
10. Simmons, Trofimov, 
Jancarz, Glucklich (70.6) 
Tapes broken in first start. 
In the rerun Jancarz made 
the start but ran wide on 
first corner. Simmons and 
Trofimov shot through. 
11. Olsen, Jansson, 
Persson, Plech (70.8) 
Plech excluded after falling 
in second lap and race 
stopped as Olsen 
completes third lap well 
ahead. Ole won rerun all 
the way with Jancarz taking 
Persson on last bend of the 
third lap. 

12. Louis, Gordeev, 
Wilson, Cieslak (71.0) 
Procession 

13. Olsen, Wilson, Crump, 
Glucklich (71.4) 

Olsen all the way 

14. Collins, Jansson, 
Jancarz, Cleslak (71.2) 
Jansson started well but 
got Into trouble on second 


championships. 

19. Mauger, Persson, 
Gieslak, Glucklich (71.4) 
Mauger alf' the way which 
meant a run off with: Louis 
for third spot and a battle 
between the two Poles to 
see which one of the two 
was finally going to score a 
point. 

20, Olsen, Simmons, 
Collins, Gordeev (69.8) 
Olsen won the title with the 
fastest race of the night 


so far. 

Run off for third place: 
Louis, Mauger (69.6) 
fastest time of the night. 
Mauger won the toss and 
chose gate one. Louis of 
gate three was five yards 
ahead of Ivan into the first 
turn and thats the way it 
stayed. 

Not the greatest of 
finals, mainly through track 
conditions, but it was the 
same forall riders and 
some just adjusted to the 
track conditions much 
quicker than others. 

Mauger favourite 

That Ivan was odds on 
favourite to win was 
confirmed a week before 
the final with a telephone 

Cont on Pg 15 


The winning style of World Long 
Track champion Egon Muller. 


Trofimov, Jansson (70.6) 
Louis took fast-starting 
Jansson on back straight in 
the first lap. Jansson back 
to last on second lap, fell 
on third lap. 

18. Michanek, Wilson, 
Plech, Jancarz (70.6) 
Michanek all the way, 
assuring himself of second 
place in the 


bend and Collins flashed 
through. 

15. Michanek, Louis, 
Simmons, Persson (70.6) 
Michanek away but a good 
scrap between other three 
riders for most of the race. 
16. Mauger, Trofimov, 
Plech, Gordeev (70.4) 
Trofimov came through 
from the back and for two 
laps really worriedMauger 
17. Louis, Crump, 
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The all new Hallmark Bike Pack is secure, safe and sure. It can be reversed to 
provide room for a pillion passenger and can be used as a conventional pack when 
away from your motorcycle. See one at your motorcycle dealer soon. 

HALLMARK BIKE PACK. 
MANUFACTURED BY W.J. HALL (1971) LTD, P.O. BOX 5259, HAMILTON 
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Hutt Valley Motor Cycle Club proudly presents— 


= SUZUKI = 


—1000— 
MOTO-CROSS 


FEATURING ‘32 GASTON, RAHIER 


CHAMPION 
(BELGIUM) 3 


PLUS — 
N.Z. TITLE HOLDERS 


PLUS— Gate Prize — 
SUZUKI RV. 75 


NOVEMBER 30 


QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK 
PAEKAKARIKI < as 


ENTRIES AVAILABLE FROM CLUB SECRETARIES MA\AO! c v1 
AND ALL 
SUZUKI 1000, P.O, BOX 30189, LOWER HUTT 2 eel 
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Your favourite dealer knows them. The Eagle Series Motorcycle tyres. 
For high performance road and Motorcross work. Strike now. Ask 
your favourite dealer about Eagle Series High Performance Tyres. 


_LAURIE SUMMERS 
“LIMITED 


NEW ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


B~E KAWASAKI 


SPARE PARTS, ALSO A LARGE RANGE OF EARLY JAWA, 
C.ZAND N ZETA SPARES AVAILABLE- 


83-89 IVOUNT EDEN RD 
POBOX 840 PHA-329 
AUCKLAND 1, 


Yuasa power, 


for whirlwinds 


on wheels. 


Yuasa batteries. 
Powerful and dependable, and made to 
Stay that way whatever the action. 
Which is why they're standard equipment 
Tamous-name moto 
Batterjes have been Yuasa's 
more than 50 years. 


HONDA SPARES 
For All Models up to 100cc 
Prompt Mail Order Servic 
RONNIE MOORE 
843 Colombo Street Christchurch| 
Telephone 50182 


Kawasaki 


Prompt Mail Order Service 
Largest Spares stocks in the 


NORJO MOTORS 
239 Riccarton Rd Christchurch 4 
Telephone 43-493 L.M.V.D. 


RICH NELSON ENDURO GROSS 


Following the highly suc- 
cessful Marlboro 90 Enduro 
of last year, the Nelson club 
is again running the event 
this year with prize money 
provided from Philip Morris 
(NZ) Ltd, the manufactur- 
ers of Marlboro cigarettes. 


The organisers have 
termed the event an ‘Enduro- 
Cross’ so as'to exlude the 
warrant of fitness require- 
ments of a straight enduro. 
This means, of course, that 
moto cross machines will be 
eligible to compete. 


The event is an interest- 
ing mixture of ‘hare and 
hounds’ and ‘enduro’. 
Competitors are given a set 
time in which to complete 
a 22-mile circuit which will 
be attempted four times. 
The set trail bike time will 
be slower than the moto 
cross class time. Two points 
are lost for each minute 
over the standard time for 
each lap but no points will 
be deducted for arriving 
early. 

Each rider will be issued 
with a numbered card which 
is tied around his neckand 
tucked into his jacket or 


whatever. The card is 
marked with the standard 
time for each circuit and 
has provision for each lap's 
departure times to be writ- 
ten in. Riders may stop for 
gas or running repairs ina 


special compound at any time. 


A series of secret checks 
will be incorporated to foil 
any short cut attempts. 

The circuit is set in beau- 
tiful country and, naturally, 
completely on.private 
property. From what we're 
told it is suitable for all 
types of off-road bikes 
although inexperienced 
riders are advised not to 
enter, as it contains some 
fearful drops and speeds 
will be quite high. Sounds 
interesting! 

Last year, 400cc bikes 
claimed the first three over- 
all places, with Wellington's 
Roger. Hinton winning ona 
TM 400 Suzuki. 

This year the club is 
expecting good media cover- 
age, including TV. If it does 
make it onto ‘the box’ it 
must be some sort of break- 
through. Have any other 
such types of event been 
screened? 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


JAWA: 
AWA: 


AC SPARK PLUGS 2-DAY 
ENDURO 


~A two-day enduro will 
be staged by the Raglan club 
over the weekend of Octob- 
er 25/26. Sponsored by AC 
spark plugs, the event will be 
held over a large circuit of 
varying terrain which will 
include some road sections - 
so machines must be road 
registered and carry a warr- 
ant of fitness. 

But the majority of the 
course will be over gravel 
roads and clay ana mud 
tracks, with the emphasis on 
‘mud’. There will also be 
some minor river crossings. 

The circuit will be the 
same for both days but will 
be in the reverse direction 
for thesecond day, with 
possibly a different average 
speed being set. 


all competitors can expect 
to take away something 
more than an air cleaner full 
of mud. The entry fee is 
$4 anc forms are available 
Dave Judson, 20 Lorne St, 
Hamilton, phone 35854. 


BOOTE AT MALLORY 


Brilliant Kiwi superstar 
John Boote travelled to 
England after the Formula 
750 round at Assen and 
encountered problems 
which he had not previous- 
ly considered. When time 
came to get his 1TZ750 
Yamaha to Mallory Park for 
the “Race of the year” he 
discovered that he was 
unable to hire a van. He 
was, at 20, too young. 

As a result, he missed 
the first practice session at 
Mallory and when he got 
there the second session 


opportunity to establish 
qualifying times, Boote 
toured around Inspecting 
the track and familiarising 
himself with everything. He 
came in, having not 
bothered to put in one hard 
lap, only to find that there 
would be no _ further 
practice sessions. His 
times were so slow that he 
failed to qualify for the big 
race. 

So Boote still has to 
make his debut in England. 
That will now have to wait 
until next year because 
soon afterwards he left for 
the United States where he 
will contest the 
Ontario classic. There he 
has high hopes of proving 
to the American racing fans 
that his great 
placing at Laguna Seca was 
no fluke. But with the 
emphasis on the high 
speed circuit being more 
on speed than skill, it will 
be a difficult assignment. 
SAM’S MARLBORO STORY 

Motor cycle sport commen- 
tator Brian Lawrence of 
Hamilton has sent us a copy 
of an article written by Sam 
Moses, the American journal- 
ist who toured New Zealand 
during the latter stages of 
the last Marlboro road race 
series. You may remember 
that Sam wrote two articles 
for NZMCN while on his 
travels in: this country. The 
article which Brian sent us 
was taken from the Americ- 
an Motor Cycle Weekly 
publication, of which Sam 
is the Special Features 
Editor, dated August 25, 
1975. Itis based (rather 
loosely) on the Marlboro 
series and on the activities 
of the American contingent - 
with particular emphasis on 
Phil “Fuzzy Freak” Frank. 

It makes -entertaining read- 
ing and we hope to be able 

to reprint it for NZMCN’‘s 
readers. But if this doesn’t 
come off, try and get hold 

of it somehow because it’s 
worth a few minutes of 

your time to read it. | now 
understand why Frank didn’t 
perform so well......er, | 
think I'll rephrase that. 
And fancy referring to 
Englishmen as Penny Bast- 
ards, 

BELOW: Jimmy Joe of Mount 
Maunganui sent in this shot of a 
couple of Joe’s going skating at a 


Tauranga clubs moto cross on Sept- 
ember 9. For all you camera buffs, 


» . ~. Jimmie tells he i i 
As with previous such Was just beginning. _ kta SRT 101 camers wih, Tass logs: 


events from the Raglanclub, | Unaware that it was the last Exposure was Ths second at f11. 


: > PF" 4 
Than most malo SSS he al = 


Yes. the Jawa 350 cc bike is 

3 value machine built with 

the same technology that 

has gained eleven 

consecutive wins for Jawa at 

the International Six Days 
Distributed by: rate 


LAURIE Jawa 350 cc $840 


SUMMERS For all the right reasons 
ACCESSORIES 


From the same stable comes 
the Moto-cross World 
Championship bred CZ 
“ne proud holders of ihe 

lotot Cycle of the Year 
55 Upper Queen Street, litle awarded by the FAM in. 
Auckland 1 Healy, 1974 


St. Asaph St, Chistchurch CZ 175 ce Trail $685 
For all the right reasons 


Distributed by 


Deri Limited 


Otanuny, Aueniand 


For Detaits) Contect your 
local Jawa CZ dealer, 


LASSIFIEDS 


FOR SALE 

BMW R50 Earles Fork model 
completely original and immacul- 
ate rebuilt engine stainless silen- 
cers etc. $1900, phone 77830 
Upper Hutt. 


FOR SALE 


Yamaha TR2 fully recondit- 
joned, krober ignition, fresh 
paint and tyres, new fairing, 
finance available. Modified 
Suzuki 7250 frame, swing-arm, 
alloy tank, oil tank seat combin- 
ation. $300. Contact, G.Sell 
Pink and Collison (1973) Ltd. 
Po Box 430 Palmerston North 
Phone 88383. 


WANTED 2 
Required urgently one right 
hand TR250 Barrell in reason- 
able condition, would consider 
a matched pair. Please reply to 
Peter Daniell C/- Percy Coleman 
resident Vic Ave Wanganui... 


WANTED 


Matchless Metisse MX, year and 


condition immaterial, please 
write to Po Box 9515 Hamilton 
North with particulars and price, 
or phone C,.Daysh 83308 bus, 
Hamilton. 


SUBSCRIPTION $6.00 PER ANNUM 
Send to: Circulation Dept. 
@00000000000000000800080 


Subscribe NOW 


L 


P.O. BOX 883, 
WELLINGTON. 


Cont. from Pg 4 


place again when the bolts 
holding his rear sprocket 
on sheared off. With only 
19 laps completed, he was 
out of the race. 


“| think | could have 
| was quite confident. But 
that's the way it goes,” 
Boote commented 
afterwards. 

Bambang went on to win 
the race with Australian 
Denny McCormack second 
and Sonny Soh _ (500 
Suzuki) third. Bill Williams 
on the first of the TZ750 
was fourth. 


WORK ON 
SUSPENSION 
Now back in New 
Zealand, Gary is concent- 


tating on preparing his 
TZ750 Yamaha for the 
forthcoming Marlboro 
international series which 
begins on December 20 at 
Auckland. 

He has not yet obtained a 
kit to increase the size of 
the engine up to a full 
750cc but intends to do a 
lot of work on the suspen- 
sion to improve the 
handling. He does not 
intend to go all the way and 
fit a cantilever unit because 
“there is insufficient time 
to get one sorted out.” 

Gary does not yet have a 
suitable bike but is keen to 
defend his New Zealand 250 
cc title in the coming 
season. He hopes to have a 
new 1Z250 yamaha. 


Cont from Pg 13 


call from Sweden Ove 
Fundin, five times World 
Chapion phoned me up to 
see how | was. In the 
general conversation Ove 
sald hethoughtlvan would 
get it and it was the general 
opinion of a lot of Swedish 
people that he would, even 
though the current World 
Champion was Swedish. 

There have been a lot of 
quotes that Ivan’s bike was 
slow, but this has been 
refuted by Ivan. In my 
opinion if Ivan had treated 
this just as another World 
Final he would have won 
but here was the chance to 
equal Ove Fundin’s number 
of wins. Though he is not 
overweight, Ivan went ona 
diet and was down to nine 
and a half stone. He 
usually works himself up to 
his peak by finals time but 
this year he. was right on 
top from the beginning of 
the season winning the 
Continental rounds on the 
way to the final. 

One week later down in 
Radgona, Yugoslavia he 
was competing in the 
World Long Track 
Championship. These 
tracks are 1000 metres a 
lap. Ivan won the World 
Long Track title in 1971 and 
1972 but also In the field for 
this year was the 1973 
holder Ole Olson and the 


current holder Egon Muller 
of West Germany. | had not 
got all the details of this 
meeting at the time of 
writing but Egon Muller 
won the meeting from Ivan 
Mauger and Barry Briggs. 
Give you details next 
article, along with all the 
Speedway World Final 
gossip thatis arriving. 

We will be having our 
own official World 
Championship rounds here 
this year. | have hada 
meeting with Mr McLaren 
of the New Zealand 
Speedway Control Board 
regarding these rounds and 
very shortly we will publish 
all the details. But one 
thing is certain. Any NZ 
rider wishing to qualify for 
the 1976 World 
Championships has to go 
through the local rounds so 
we are going to seea 
fabulous line up of riders in 
New Zealand this coming 
season. 

It will finish up with the 
top eight New Zealand 
riders meeting the top eight 
Australian riders In the 
Australasian’ Final in 
Auckland. From this 
meeting riders will qualify 
direct to the Continental 
Final In Europe later in the 
year and from that meeting 
the next stop Is the World 
Final, 


a WILRER 


DON'T CHUCK YOUR HONDA 
CR BARRELL AWAY. 


We have 2nd 3rd and 4th oversize 
complete Wiseco Piston and Ring 
sats. 


CR 125 
CR 250 


$42.27 

‘$49.05 

SAVE MORE THAN $40.00 AND) 
INCREASE PERFORMANCE. 


: INDY STYLE EXTRACTOR EXHAUSTS 


2 AINTO' 2 


HONDA 350/4 500/4 750/4 


5 KAWASAKI 900/4 Remittance with order. 

t SUGGESTED RETAIL CHROME BAKED BLACK ENAMEL ! 2 |] Spare Rings in Stock. 

: Honda 350/4 500/4 134.00 112.00 : H.B. MOTOR CYCLES 
$750/4 147.00 122.00 B LTD 

= Kawasaki 9060/4 157.00 136.00 : MUNROE STREET 

? Phone us direct (New Plymonth 84696) for fast delivery to : [NAPIER Phone 54205 


= your nearest airport. 
2 DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME. 


: Nzpistriautors CALLENDER MOTORCYCLES : 
5 (W‘SALE) LTD : 


LEN 
PERRY 
MOTOR 
CYCLES 
[TD 


173 GREAT SOUTH ROAD, 
GREENLANE, AUCKLAND 


No 1 IN 
AUCKLAND 


* BEST INSURANCE We challenge 
you to better our rates. 


* BEST FINANCE Unlimited funds 
for deals - compare our rates, we 
know the best. 


Phone 548159 
NZ distributor for 


* BEST USED BIKES You get 
6 months or 6000 miles written 
warranty 


* BEST WORKSHOP 4 Honda 
mechanics at your service 
lowest charge out rate in 
Auckland 


Try us for... 
HARD TO GET PARTS 
SPEEDWAY J.A.P. SPARES 
VILLIERS SPARES (including 
new engines) 

HOBBY SCOOTER PARTS 
{including belts) 

NORTON MANZ — SOME 
PARTS UP TO 1958 

AMC SPARES UP TO 1964 
NORTON COMMANDO NEW 
AND USED SPARES 
VINCENT SPARES — NEW 
ZEALAND DISTRIBUTOR 


* BEST TRADE-INS Come and 
haggle a price with John or 
Will, we enjoy bargaining. 


EASTERN HONDA CENTRE 
20 Jellicoe Rd Panmure 


Ph 574-723 576-721 


OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM 


ABETTER DEAL 


ALSO ROM A 
SUZUKI AND HONDA SPARES 


BETTER DEALER 


Matlooro 9O EncuroCross!. sterecs 
16TH: NOVEMBER OF NELSON! 


ASO-MILE 
CROSS—COUNTRY ENDURANCE 
race run on ‘Enduro Type’ rules, 
but open to ALL types of off-road bik. 
Unique to Nelson, this annual event is 
generously sponsored by Philip Morris, 1 
makers of ‘MARLBORO’ Cigarettes, and ! 
covers a large circuit consisting of undul 
ating paddocks, hill trails and gullies. 
WOF’s NOT REQUIRED. 


POSTAL ADDRESS..... 


H CURRENT ACU LICENCE NO. (must be produced on the day).. 


* Assembly time and scrutineering no Racing No. 
later than 9 am, at Parkes Farm, Wake- | MACHINE MAKE:.. CC: + (if Applicable). 
at ee Pplicable)........ 


STARTS PROMPTLY AT 11 AM. 
Entry Fee of $2.00 to accompany this 
entry. 

[Cheques payable to Nelson Motorcych 


“4 rear] TICK ONE 
Club, Po Box 93, Nelson) 


EVERY MACHINE MUST BE REGISTERED AND FITTED WITH AN EFFECTIVE WORKING MUFFLER 


' 
' 
! 
field. H 
| CLASS 


PRIZES FIRST OUTRIGHT — Quickest Time For 90 Miles. 


SECOND — $50.00 THIRD $30.00 FOURTH $20.00 


FIRST TEAM OF THREE: $50.00 (Name other two members below) 
(Separate entries must be received from each member). 


FIRST TRAIL MACHINE — $30.00 SECOND — $15.00 THIRD $10.00 


SPECIAL PRIZES FOR: FIRST HONDA (Individual and Team Prizes) 
FIRST SUZUKI" FIRST YAMAHA, FIRST TRIALS BIKE. 


ENTRIES CLOSE OCTOBER Sist. 


